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Tyrannosaurus. Allosaurus. Triceratops. The mere 
words send the imagination soaring. Children and , Ms 
adults alike are fascinated by the deep past and | 
fossils of all kinds. We hope that this guide will 


help you understand more about the importance — 


of fossils and also appreciate the public lands that 


preserve these remnants of past ages. 


What Are Fossils? 
Fossils are the remains or traces of any — 
organism preserved in the Earth’s 3 
crust, and paleontology is the 
study of fossils. 
Through the 
careful 
collection 
and study of 
fossils, we can 
learn the stories 
of origins and 
endings—life, 
death, and 
change—played 
out over nearly 
3.5 billion years 
of the Earth's 
4.5-billion-year 
history. 


Photos taken at the Denver Museum of Nature & Science x < 
by Janine Koselak of BLM. Dinosaur tracks and shell 
background by Neffra Matthews, of BLM. 


Where Are Fossils Found? 


Americans share an extraordinary natural legacy— 
the public lands. The Bureau of Land Management 
(BLM) manages more than 261 million acres of 
public lands in the Western United States, lands 
where Allosaurus, Stegosaurus, Deinonychus, 

and Pentaceratops once roamed. Well-preserved 
dinosaur fossils are often found in the steep, arid, 
and deeply eroded terrain in the West. Other fossils, 
though perhaps less stimulating to the imagination 
than dinosaur skeletons, are also preserved on 

our public lands: perfect leaves and flowers, 


dinosaur tracks on a 


165-million-year-old 

beach, schools of 
fish perfectly filleted 
by scavengers, forests 

es ancient redwoods, 
and the oldest 


»~ \\ep known parrots. 


‘Studying 
Fossils. 
importa nt? 


Scientists get clues from. 


fossils eft by everything from 


to some of the largest creatures ever to roam the t 
¢ Trilobites 
° Brachi pod 


Fae s swim in its ‘seas, or soar in its skies. The 
clues help us solve the fascinating riddles of how 
life on Earth evolved. Fossils illustrate how all 


forms of life are interdependent and affected by 
their environment. Fossils or fossil fragments 

_ make up the bulk of some rock types such as coal, 
phosphate, and limestone. They also serve as 

2 indicators of other commodities, such ; as oil and 


gas, which are important in our economy and 
. everyda lives. In addition, fossils are simply 
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i alert professional paleontologists to ensure that 


» the bones are propetly removed, studied, and pre- 


to remove them yourself. fin horede information 
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